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For the Year Ending March 1st, 1881.
Isaiah Piper. Treasurer, in account with the town of Belmont.
Dr.
March 1, 1880, To cash on hand,
To money hired for use of town of school Dis. No. 11,
To cash of county for support of Albert Hillsgrove,
Etta H. Fuller, money hired for use of town,
M. A. Perkins. " " " "
D. A. Sargent, " " " "
S. Piper, " " " "
E. H. Rice, " " " '<
F. F. Baptist Society, money hired for use of
town,
H. J. Clough, money hired for use of town,




County for aid to G. Blair,
Town of Tilton for aid to Gilman child,
C. B. Gile, collector for 1873.
J. W. Wells,
Paid Current Expenses.
} . Piper, error in settlement, $ 2 00
J. Plumer, use of watei-ing tub, 3 00
F. A. Randlett, use of watering tub, 3 00
"W. A. Bucklin, certificates births and deaths, 8 75
J. B. Sanborn, books and stationery, 12 15
J. Blaisdell, watering tub, 3 75
Lewis & Sanborn, printing town reports, 35 00
N. E. Sanborn, bounty on hawks,
^
1 40
Lewis & Sanborn, printing bills and notices, 2 00
G. F. Dalton, services in road case, 1 00
G. H. Johnson, painting and lettering guide boards, 2 36
A. Hillsgrove, bounty on hawk, 2o
L. C. Judkins, " " 20
A. M. Farrar, " " 20
Fuller & Allen repairs on schoolhouse, Dis. No. 5, 100 00
G. H. Johnson, painting and lettering guide boards, 1 64
G. Chace, bounty four hawks, 80
J. C Wiggin, guide post and setting, 1 75
J. E. Maxfield, cemetery tax, 75
T. L. Fuller, bounty on hawk, ' 20
J. Twombly, " " 20
E. C. Bean, '' " 20
S. Bickford, watering tub, 3 00
G. Bryant, bounty 3 hawks, 60
First instaliment county tax, 891 06
C. E. Hunkins, bounty on hawk, 20
T. L. Fuller, " " 20
J. M. Clark, " " 20
W. Nud, " " 20
G. Chace, " "
* 20
E. A. Woodward, " two hawks, 40
R. L. Farrar, a u 40
J. Plumer, watering tub, 3 00
J, O. Stevens, watering tub, 3 00
Lewis & Sanborn, printing check list, 6 25
E. F. Gile, bounty on 2 hawks, 40
N. Chase, " on hawk, 20
J. W. Wells, preambulating town line, 1 50
G. W. Riley, hall rent, 30 00
J. M. Folsom, expences to Concord, June 1879, and ser-
vices in Rublee case,
E. Tuttle. watering tub,
Last installment county tax.
State tax,
R. P. Willard, for guide boards,
N. D. Garmon, use watering tub for 1880,
A. D. Leighton, " "to first March, 1881,
C. J. Sanborn, recording invoice for 1880,
M. A. Kidder, watering tub in 1879,
J. Sweatt, bounty on hawk.
Several school districts,
I. Piper, services treasurer out town and postage
stamps,
M. K. Smith, watering tub to March 1, 1881,
I. Mooney, " " " "
'' Office rent to March 1, 1881,
D. W. Judliins, cash paid for postage and examining
records,
W. C. Wells, postage and stationery for use of town,
Paid for Highways and Bridges.
J. E. P. Randlett, winter and fall '79-'80,
E. H. Thompson, 1880,
S. N. Jewett, '79-'80,
T. Britton,
I. Piper,
C. H. Rowe, use of scraper, 1878,
" 1879,
A. D. Leightou, winter 1879-80,
R. L. Farrar, " "
A. D. Leighton, summer 1879,
F. A. Randlett, lumber and labor on bridge,
-' " winter 1880,
A. H. Lamprey, 1879-'80,
R. P. Willard, spring 1880,
P. A. Randlett, "
J. E. Maxfield, use of scraper 1878,
T. Folsom, winter 1879-'80,
$ 4 95
B. B. Lamprey, winter 1879-'80, . $ 4 95
J. F. Fogg, " " 6 65
C. Rollins, nails for bridge, 82
N. E. Foster, to March 1, 1880, 13 24
C. B. Gile, summer, 27 45
D. W. Gale, winter 1879-'80, 2 75
G. F. Gile, on road and bridge, 48 70
F. A. Randlett, summer, 1880, 15 00
T. R. Cushin, 67 88
B. B. Lamprey, summer 1880, 23 69
L.Sanborn, . " " , 34 07
J. Pulsifer, winter 1879-'80, 3 79
I. S. Thompson, summer 1880, 58 50
W. T. Batchelder, 1879-'80, 7 64
" summer 1880, 67 50
S. N. Jewett, " '- 11 33
G. E. Blaisdell, on bridge, 24 60
J. E. P. Randlett, summer 1880, 30 78
S. B. Kuowles, winter 1879-'80, 4 00
" 1880, 46 15
" 1879, - 10 00
J. C. Wiggin, summer 1880, 45 80
K. Brown. " 26 75
J. M. Folsom, plank and covering stones, 13 00
L. Rowe, summer 1880, 50 50
J. B. Weymouth, summer and fall 1880, 25 72
J. Pulsifer, '< " 26 70
J. T. Dudley, summer 1880, 19 80
J. M. Folsom, 1880, 47 89
B. B. Lamprey, Sept. 1880, 17 47
T. J. Sweatt, drawing bridge plank, 7 00
C. W. Kuowles, 45 17
R. L. Farrar, summer 1880, 30 50
T. L. Fuller, labor, 216 95
" winter 1879-'80, 8 75
A. L. Bean, labor, 64 00
H. C. Woodward, summer 1880, 49 50
L. W. Morrill, " 33 68
T. Britton,.to Nov. 1, 1880, 48 06
O. Randlett, 1880, 33 84
E. G. Ladd, to Nov. 1,







W. Lamprey, sumnoer 1880,
A. D. Leighton,
J. M. Folsom,
A. Janes, coveri)ig stones and labor &c.,
Wiggin & Co., spikes and nails for bridge,
G. R. Smith, winter and spring 1880,
E. G. Ladd, labor on bridge and nse water tub,
O. Randlett, damage to plow,
8. Lamprey, summer 1880,
'' winter to Feb. 18, 1881,
N. F. Foster,
W. Sanborn, winter 1880-'81,
A. D. Leighton, summer 1880,
winter 1880-'81,
C. J. Sanborn, labor on Edwards road,
G. W. Plumer, winter 1880-'81,
J, G. Gate, lumber and expenses on bi'idge,
G. B. Gilman,
J. Leavitt, winter 1880-'81,
$ 7!> !).".
W. H. Plumer, aid to A. Hillsgrove,
J. W. Pipei-, support Gilman child,
W. A. Buckliu, medical aid "
J. W. Piper, support of, and funeral expenses of Gil-
man child.
Paid Town Officers.
S. F. Hill, services of Auditors,
C. A. Hackett, supervisor in 1880,
J. W. Wells, collecting taxes 1876 77 '78,
S. F. Hill, supervisor March 1880,
C. A. Hackett, supervisor fall 1880,
C. W. Knowles, supervisor February, March, October
and November 1880,
F. Hill, supervisor November 1880,
F. Moulton, S. S. Committee,
C. Parsons, services of Moderator In 1880,
Piper, services town treasurer to March 1, 1881,
J. Sanborn, services selectman, including board and
expenses to March 1, 1881,
G. Gate, services selectman in and out of town to
March 1, 1881,
. W. Judkins, services selectman in and out of town
including board and expenses to March 1, 1881,
W. C. Wells, services as town clerk to Feb. 24, 1881,
D
Paid Abatement of Taxes.
J. Badger, on ox lost,
J. T. Dudley, error in tax in 1879,
S. N. Jewett, on dog and cow lost,
J. S. Howai'd,
I. Bennett, in 1877,
H. A. Clough, in 1880,
A. D. Leighton, on horse lost,









J. C. Pearsons, collector for 1880, $ 34 88
J. W. Wells, collector for 1879, 64 55
" " 1877, 49 95
" 1878, 35 52
" " 1876, 4 08












I. Piper, F. H. Brown estate,
li ti a







Total receipts, $14,154 49
Paid current expenses, 4,403 16
highways and bi'idges, 1,93U 70
support of poor, 145 06
town officers, 551 28
abatement of taxes, 217 17
notes against the town, 4,050 31
damage to sheep by dogs, 19 00





James G. Gate, '^ Selectmen
Dudley W. Judkins, > of
Calvin J. Sanborn, ) Belmont.
February 26, 1881. The undersigned have carefully examined
the foregoing accounts, and find them accurately cast and proper-
ly vouched and a balance due the town of $2,837 82 in the hands of
the Treasurer.
Solon F. Hill. )
'
Chas. a. Hackett, > Auditors.
James S. Weymouth, )
11
Tndebterlue.ss of the Tonni.
We find the town indebted for outstanding orders, as follows,
including principal and interest:
Edwin G. Heath,
12
Claims Due the Town.
Report of Superintending School Committee.
To the, legal voters of the town of Belmont— Gentlemen
:
Another year has rolled away and I am obligated by law, at its
close, to present a report of the condition of the various schools to
j'ou for your consideration. 1 am happy to be able to say that the
year has been a prosperous one to the schools of the town. I
know of no perfect failure and only one or two which can be
called partial failures. The various prudential committees have
been very fortunate in the selection of teachers, and the teachers
have labored faithfully for the good of their pupils.
As provided by law, I have exercised the right to make a change
in the text books on Geography. I found live different works up-
on the subject in use and, if 1 remember correctly, all of them
were used in one district. Some of them were old and full of
statements which were inaccurate and could give no information
in regard to recent changes in the political divisions of the world.
I threw this strange mixture of text books out of the schools and
introduced Harper's series. I do not pretend that the series is
perfect, or that it is superior to others, but it was the best I had
seen at that time. The books are giving good satisfaction as far as
my knowledge extends. I have also introduced the study of His-
tory into some of the schools, and think it should be made a study
in all the common schools.
The people in the village district have done their duty and pro-
vided for the intellectual improvement of their children by grad-
ing the school and doing away with the crowded and promiscuous
condition which was seen in the school-room one year ago. Some
of the other districts have a work to do in connection with their
school-houses. The school-house in No. 12 is not used, the school
is kept in the house of the lady who teaches. The house in No. 7
is unfit for use. If the inhabitants of the district were obliged
to live in such a building they would consider themselves extreme-
ly unfortunate, and yet they permit or compel their children to
spend day after day in an apology for a school-house. Its only re-
deeming point is Ms facilitiesfor ventilation. It is to be hoped
that something will be done in this matter.
Having made these preliminary remarks I will briefly speak of
the schools in detail.
District No. 1.
The summer term was taught by Leora F. Foster. This was
her first school. It is an act of simple justice to say that she did
well and gave promise of making a good teacher. We visited the
school three times and were pleased to see a disposition manifest-
ed to obey all healthy requirements unhesitatingly. Good order
was seen in the school-room. A goodly amount of progress was
made in the various branches which showed diligent application to
to study. One item was the giving of a part of the time to the
neglected "first part of the book." This is one of the best dis-
posed schools in town.
The autumn term was taught by the same teacher. This was a
good school and in some respects an improvement on the previous
term. Those who were present at our last visit manifested an in-
terest in their studies and made good progress. We were sorry
to have any scholar absent, but were glad that their absence did
not arise from any difficulty but from necessitj^
The winter term was taught by the same teacher. A decided
improvement was seen in the management of the school, when
compared with the summer and autumn terms. At the close of the
term we found the pupils in their places with very excellent pi'og-
ress to show for their year's woi'k. All the classes were very
prompt in their recitations. Good order prevailed. This was
one of the best schools of the year.
District No. 2.
The summer term was under the care of Alice Freese. Miss
Freese has taught this school in the past and knew something
about the field of labor she was called to occupy. She went about
her work with a determination to succeed. Although the term
was very short a goodly amount of progress was made. All did
well and some did extremely well. One very pleasing item was
the good order which was seen in and around the school-house.
The reckless and careless demeanor of the past was done away
and the school was put upon the highway to success.
The autumn term was taught by Ell(3n Beau. Miss Beau is an
experienced teaclier and an excellent disciplinarian. Under her
very earnest and faithful labors the school took a uew start and
almost did wonders. Ambition to excel, an article not familiar in
this school, was infused into the mind of every pupil. Under its
inspiration they made rapid progress in all branches. The disci-
pline of the school was simply perfect. A person who happened
to be present on the last day of the term would hardly recognize
in the prompt and well-behaved pupils, the rude and unmannerly-
boys and girls of one year ago. We hope this school may have
Miss Bean's faithful service in coming terras.
District No. 8.
The summer term was taught by Laura E. Kandlett. She gov-
erned well and labored in a zealous and faithful manner for the
good of her little school. A marked improvement was seen in the
school. The classes in arithmetic were excellent and can not often
be surpassed. Miss Kandlett has a right to regard her school as
a successful one in all respects.
The winter term was taught by Solon F. Hill. Mr. Hill is an
old and experienced teacher who understands his business and ev-
idently attends to it. In this school excellent success was achieved
in all respects. It never has been our privilege to listen to more
perfect recitation, or to witness more progress in the same num-
ber of weeks. Every scholar seemed deeply interested in liis
studies. All seemed to comprehend the subject matter of their
lessons. The best class in reading which we have seen in Belmont
is found in this school.
District No. 4.
The summer term was taught by Clara A. Maxfield. Miss Max-
field did well and performed her whole duty to her scholars.
They seemed to study with a desire to learn and made a commend-
able amount of advancement in their studies. We desire to speak
of the classes in Wi'itten Arithmetic and Algebra, in which very
excellent progress was made. The young lady who constituted
the class in Robinson's University Algebra showed herself to be a
very magnificent scholar. The school was a successful one.
The autumn term was taught by Alida Quimby. Miss Quimby
is a fine scholar and one who is thoroughlj-^ competent to instruct
in all the branches which are taught in our common schools. She
labored in a faithful manner to seek the good and welfare of all
the scholars under her care. Some of the scholars made good im-
provement and reflected credit upon themselves. We are sorry to
be obliged to report that some of the boys in the school did not,
for some reason, do as vrell as they might have done.
The winter term was taught by Louisa A. Eaton. The disci-
pline was very excellent and every pupil seemed willing to do
right and act for the good of the school. The progress was ex-
tremely good. The best common school scholar in Belknap county
is in this school. The school was a perfect success in all direc-
tions.
District No. 5.
Grammar School.—The summer term was taught by Louisa A.
Eaton, with her usual success. Order was the law of the school-
room and all seemed inclined to obey it. The progress of the school
was excellent. Success attended it in all respects. At the close
of the examination Master William Willard, in behalf of himself
and schoolmates presented the teacher with a beautiful copy of the
holy Bible as a mark of their friendship and esteem.
The autumn term was taught by the same teacher who exerted
herself in an unusually earnest manner in behalf of her charge.
It is needless to say that her efforts were attended with a satisfy-
ing degree of progress. The classes were prompt in their recita-
tions and seemed to comprehend in a goodly degree what they had
been over during the term. The large number of visits made by
the citizens show how much interest they took in the school.
The winter term was taught by Edwin G. Moore. Mr. Moore
is a fine scholar and an excellent teacher. Excellent progress was
made by all who attended the school. The school was a success
in spite of certain efforts which were made to injure it. We were
pleased with the order and work of the school.
Primary School.—The summer term was taught by Alice E.
Bentley. Miss Bentley showed herself at home in the school-
room and manifested a goodly amount of qualification for the dif-
ficult work of instructing young children. Although the school
contained a large number of very young children order and quiet-
ness prevailed in an excellent degree. The advancement of the
school was good. The school was a success.
The autumn term was taught by M. Winnie Judkins. This is,
of necessity, the most difficult school in town, as the teacher
must infuse into the minds of the children the thought that study is
a work in which they must engage. Although it was Miss Jud-
kin^' first school she succeeded wonderfully well. Her little pu-
pils were attached to her and interested in the school. A good
degree of order was maintained and all were pleased and well dis-
posed. The boys and girls made as much progress as any one
could expect or ask for. Miss Judkins gives promise of becoming
a successful teacher.
District No. 6.
The summer term was taught by Flora O. Bean. Miss Bean is
a thorough instructor and leads her pupils along in a careful and
profitable manner. All who were present at the examination
showed very good progress. Some items of trouble happened
which interfered with the usefulness of the school and hindered its
advancement. Such items are unnecessary and would not be, if
all looked at the subject in the right light.
The autumn term was taught by William T. Morse. We were
more than pleased with this school. The teacher and all the pupils
worked in an earnest manner. Good improvement was made.
The recitations were nearly perfect.
The winter term was taught by the same teacher with equal suc-
cess. No better school could be asked for. All seemed deeplj^
interested. The parents were perfectly satisfied.
District No. 7.
The autumn and winter terms were both in charge of Ada F.
Randlett. She labored in a very earnest manner for the good of
the school. Some advancement was made. In so small a school
but little ambition can be found or expected.
District No. 8.
The summer term was taught by Emma J. Lane. Miss Lane is
a good scholar and understands her business. Under her manage-
ment the school did nobly in many respects. The careless deport-
ment and saucy manners of which we spoke in our former report
was done away to a goodly extent. Good order was maintained
in the school-room. At our visits all seemed willing Lo do the
right thing. We were pleased with the promptness and correct-
ness of the recitations. Good progress was made by nearly all.
A great improvement was made in reading which we wish to
8
commend. A very serious disunion exists among the citizens of
this district which materially injures the school.
The autumn term was taught by Emma L. Prescott. This was
her first attempt iu the school-room. She did well. Good order
was seen at our visits. Good advancement was made in all the
classes. We were satisfied with the school and pronounce it a
success.
The winter term was taught by Walter H. Philbrick. It was
his first school. He governed well and taught faithfully. A
thoroughness in the recitations was seen with which we were well
pleased. All made more than the usual amount of improvement.
We regret that the number of scholars was so small.
District No. 9.
The summer term was taught by Rev. Seldon J. Gould. Mr.
Gould is a finely educated Christian gentleman and understands
how to teach. No person who has an interest in the cause of edu-
cation could fail to be much pleased with all things connected
with this school. A thoroughness of instruction, coupled with
unquestioned ability, enabled the teacher to see the I'esults of his
efibrts in a very eminent degree. It required hardly an effort on the
part of the teacher to preserve order in the school-i'oom. It can
be said that the school governed itself. When the teacher reached
the house in the morning, or at noon, he found the scholars in
their places ready to go to work. No words of praise are at all
necessary—it is its own praise. We will simply say that the prog-
ress was exceedingly good.
The autumn term was taught by the same gentleman. We were
not notified of the close of the school and consequently made no
final visit. We do not question the success of the school. We
need more such teachers and more such schools.
District No. 10.
The autumn term was taught by Miss Laurenia Gale, with good
success. The scholars all made good progress iu their respective
branches. We were pleased with the school. Some good schol-
ars' attend this school.
District No. 11.
The summer term was taught by Miss Frances M. Heath. The
two little boys made good and commendable improvement in
their studies.
9
The autumn term was tauo^ht by the same faithful teacher, with
the same degree of success.
District No. 12.
This school was taug^ht by Mary E. Leighton. A decided ad-
vancement was made by the scholars. A very faithful effort was
made by Miss Leighton in belialf of her little family.
Having mentioned all of the schools in consecutive order, I will
briefly add a few remarks which I think the circumstances call for.
I noticed a number of instances during the year in which a de-
sire was manifested to put the scholars ahead more rapidly than
their ability seemed to justify, and a certain amount of murmur-
ing was indulged in because an objection was made by those in
charge of the schools. If I am not mistaken, nine-tenths of the
scholars in town would be benefitted if they were compelled to
go back to the first question in their various text books and car-
ried over the ground again in a careful manner. The lower
branches and the first part of others are both seriously neglected
and should receive more attention. The foundation of a structure
is the most important part of it and can not be neglected with
safety.
In a few instances parents, without cause or reason, have inter-
fered with the schools and sought, in a measure to direct them.
To our mind this is a very reprehensible course, and is always at-
tended with evil results. If an individual is competent to teach
school he should be permitted to exercise his own judgment in the
echool-room. If it is at all needful to continually criticize a teach-
er and find fault with his methods he should be considei-ed as in-
competent and not be permitted to fill the position of a teacher.
It must be remembered that it requires only a little interference
and adverse influence to injure and practically destro}"- a school.
When the boys and girls in a school find that the citizens take
sides against a teacher they become bold to do wrong, thinking
that they will be supported in their rebellions. Our advice is
^Het the teacher have all the sympathy and moral aid you can
give him and let no scholar knoto that you are disatisjied with
the school,"
Some of the schools are very small and an imperative call is
made for a change. No.'s 5, 6, and 12 ought to be consolidated,
and changes are needed elsewhere. Eight districts are suflftcient
10
for your town and would accomodate all sections. It is to be
hoped that some action will be taken in this direction.
In closing, I wish to return thanks to the teachers and scholars
for their courteous treatment of myself in my visits to the
schools.
E. S. MouLTON, S. S. Committee.
Belmont, N. H., Feb. 19, 1881.
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